UNITED STA^ 5 DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 
Washington, D.C. 20231 




APPUCATION NO. FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



0 9 /' X 0 7 f if 8 3 i ! 6 / 2 9 / 9 8 W H I T E 



f; 



MS! -260 US 



r 



WM02/0404 



n 



EXAMINER 



02280 1 
LEE HAYES PL.LC 

421 W RIVERSIDE AVENUE SUITE SOU 
SPOKANE WA 99201 



VU, N 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



26 1 1. 
DATE MAILED: 



04/04/0 3, 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or 
proceeding. 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 



PTO-90C (Rev. 2/95) 

*U.S. GPO: 2000-473-000/44602 



1- File Copy 



w 


Mppill^allUll lilW. ^^^^ 


A nnl lr+*%tvii c \ 

Mppiicani^b/ 




09/107,083 


WHITE, CHRISTOPHER M. 


Office Action Summary 






Examiner 


Art Unit 






Ngoc K. Vu 


2611 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 
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• Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 03 July 2000 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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Application Papers 
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Response to Arguments 
1 . Applicant's arguments filed on 7/3/2000 have been considered but are moot in view of 
the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-5, 7-29, and 31-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Florin (US 5,583,560) in view of Bruck et al (US 6,008,836). 

Regarding claim 1 , Florin discloses listing displayed in response to the user having 

A 

selected favorites (see FIG. 30; col. 19, lines 25-34); Florin also shows displaying the favorite 
channels as sub-pictures (FIG. 33 and col. 20, lines 43-67). Florin fails to disclose generating 
the primary display screen as a web browser program. However, Bruck discloses a method for 
adjusting television display control using a browser (see abstract). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify displaying method of Florin et al by 
adjusting television display control using a browser in order to provide the best quality display 
for viewing. 

Regarding claims 2 and 3, Florin discloses the most frequent television programs 
watched by viewers as determined by the CPU (col. 19, lines 25-47). 

Regarding claim 4, Florin discloses selecting the television channel from sub-pictures 
favorite programs (col. 21, lines 1-17). 



Application/Control Number: 09/107,083 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2611 

Regarding claim 5, Florin discloses that user can directly enter television channel 
numbers on a remote control 60 by pressing a single, double or triple digit number on the 
numeric keypad panel 176 (col. 12, lines 48-51). 

Regarding claims 7-10, Florin discloses a currently selected picture is highlighted by a 
highlight box 380 as shown in FIG. 33-35. Florin also discloses that by pressing the 
left/right/up/down arrow button 148 on remote control the highlighting 380 is moved one picture 
to the left/right/up/down, and by pressing the pix button 144 a second time causes only the last 
highlighted channel appears in full screen and other channels disappear (col. 21, lines 3-17). 

Regarding claim 11, Florin discloses the step of depressing of the pix button 144 on the 
remote control device for display of a pix display 381 (col. 20, lines 22-24). 

Regarding claim 12, Florin shows the selected channels within the list in an order of 
number channel (FIG. 30). 

Regarding claims 13 and 14, Florin discloses that user may watch a motion picture while 
viewing multiple other programs simultaneously (col. 20, lines 37-40). Florin also discloses that 
the window 375 represents a full motion display of the currently selected program (col. 20, lines 
46-47). 

Regarding claims 15 and 17, Florin discloses a user viewing the pix display 381 
perceives each of the 12 small picture-in-picture windows as sequential representative images 
of every N frames per window (col. 20, lines 43-46). Florin also discloses the pix display 381 
displays the 12 programs nearest to the last selected program from the "all program" category 
(col. 20, lines 61-65). 

Regarding claim 16 and 18, Florin discloses the CPU updates the system memory 
periodically and still provides quick access to the viewer (col. 10-11, lines 45-15). 
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Regarding claim 19, Florin shows on FIG. 34 and 35 illustrating selection of a different 
pix program to viewed in the central picture-in-picture window 375. 

Regarding claims 20, Florin et al discloses a method comprising steps: generating a 
primary display screen 381 having multiple small display screens, each small screen 
corresponding to a recently selected channel (nearest to the last selected program) ; and 
applying a "focus" to one of the small display screens to designate the active one 380 and 
containing a currently selected television channel 375 and to differentiate the active small 
display screen from remaining ones of the small display screens (see FIGS 33-34 and column 
20, lines 43-68 and column 21, lines 1-7). Florin fails to teach displaying the primary display 
screen as a web browser. However, Bruck discloses a method for adjusting television display 
control using a browser (see abstract). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify displaying method of Florin et al by adjusting television display control 
using a browser in order to provide the best quality display for viewing. 

Regarding claim 21 , Florin is modified by Bruck further discloses the step of enlarging 
the active small display screen to full screen mode and removing the remaining small display 
screens. For instance, the user presses the select button 155 for displaying the current selected 
program in full screen, and presses the pix button 144 a second time causing the pix display 
381 to disappear and the current selected program appears in full screen (see Fig 34, column 
13-17). 

Regarding claim 22, Florin is modified by Bruck further discloses a method comprising 
the steps of: generating a highlight box to enclose the active small display screen (see FIG 34, 
col 21 , lines 3-7); and moving the highlight box from the active small display screen to a second 
small display screen to render active the second small display screen and to de-select the 
active small display screen (see column 21, lines 3-13). 
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Regarding claim 23, Florin is modified by Bruck further discloses the following steps of 
displaying a live television broadcast in the active small display screen 365, and displaying "still 
images" (icon) of corresponding channels (programs) 315, 317 in the remaining small display 
screen. (See Fig. 29 and column 19, lines 1-12). 

Regarding claim 24, Florin is modified by Bruck further discloses the step of updating the 
programs (see column 11, lines 5-14). 

Regarding claim 25, Florin is modified by Bruck further discloses the step of updating the 
programs in response to activation of button 140 on a remote control (see Figures 28-29 and 
column 11, lines 5-14 and column 18, lines 57-61). 

Regarding claim 26, Florin discloses a method comprising steps: generating a primary 
display screen 381 having multiple small display screens, each small screen corresponding to a 
recently selected channel (nearest to the last selected program) (see column 20, lines 43-68); 
and displaying "still images" (icon) of corresponding channels (programs) 315, 317 in the 
remaining small display screen. (See Fig. 29 and column 19, lines 1-12). Florin fails to teach 
displaying the primary display screen as a web browser. However, Bruck discloses a method for 
adjusting television display control using a browser (see abstract). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify displaying method of Florin et al by 
adjusting television display control using a browser in order to provide the best quality display 
for viewing. 

Regarding claim 27, Florin is modified by Bruck further discloses the step of updating the 
programs (see column 11, lines 5-14). 

Regarding claim 28, Florin is modified by Bruck further discloses the following steps of 
displaying a live television broadcast in the active small display screen 365 (see Fig. 29 and 
column 19, lines 1-12). 
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Regarding claim 29, Florin discloses a client system capable of receiving multiple 
television channels, comprising CPU 63, a memory 65 is used to store an operating system and 
playback software, fonts, sounds (col. 9, lines 61-64) for performing the steps of listing 
displayed in response to the user having selected favorites (see FIG. 30; col. 19, lines 25-34), 
displaying the favorite channels as sub-pictures (FIG. 33 and col. 20, lines 43-67). Florin fails to 
disclose generating the primary display screen as a web browser program. However, Bruck 
discloses a method for adjusting television display control using a browser (see abstract). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify displaying 
system of Florin et al by adjusting television display control using a browser in order to provide 
the best quality display for viewing. 

Regarding claim 31, Bruck as modified Florin further discloses that the web browser is 
implemented by application software 31 including an HTML parser 51 (col. 6, lines 24-34). 

Regarding claim 32, Bruck as modified Florin further discloses an Internet system, 
comprising: at least one server system 4; one or more of the client system 1 as recited in claim 
29; and an Internet 3 interconnecting the server system and the one or more client systems (see 
FIG. 1A). 

Regarding claim 33, Florin discloses a computer-readable medium having computer 
executable instructions (software) for performing the steps (col. 9, lines 61-65) of listing 
displayed in response to the user having selected favorites (see FIG. 30; col. 19, lines 25-34), 
displaying the favorite channels as sub-pictures (FIG. 33 and col. 20, lines 43-67). Florin fails to 
disclose generating the primary display screen as a web browser program. However, Bruck 
discloses a method for adjusting television display control using a browser (see abstract). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify displaying 
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system of Florin et al by adjusting television display control using a browser in order to provide 
' the best quality display for viewing. 

Regarding claim 34, see claim 20 above. 
Regarding claim 35, see claim 26 above. 

Regarding claim 36, Florin et al discloses in a set-top box capable of receiving and 
presenting both television and web content (on-line services) on a television (see column 23, 
lines 46-53 and Fig. 44-50), a user interface executing on the television comprising a primary 
display screen 381 having multiple small display screens, each small display screen 
corresponding to a channel recently selected (nearest to the last selected program) by a user 
(column 20, lines 43-68), the user interface also having a movable focus 380 to designate one 
of small display screens from remaining ones of the small display screens 381 (see FIGS 33-34 
and column 20, lines 43-68 and column 21, lines 1-7). Florin fails to teach displaying the primary 
display screen as a web browser. However, Bruck discloses a method for adjusting television 
display control using a browser (see abstract). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify displaying system of Florin et al by adjusting television display 
control using a browser in order to provide the best quality display for viewing. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Ngoc K. Vu whose telephone number is 703-306-5976. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Faile can be reached on 703-305-4380. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-308-6306 for regular 
communications and 703-308-9051 for After Final communications. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-4700. 
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March 30, 2001 

ANDREW FAILE 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



